
MINUTES 

Madison County Mental Health Board 

Meeting Place:  Administration Building 

157 N. Main Street, Suite 145 

Wednesday, May 10, 2017 

 

 

Board Members Attending: Nick Petrillo, Michael Durbin, Herb Clay, David Baker and 

Charlotte Charbonnier 

 

Board Members Absent: Christine Wallace and Walter Hunter  

 

Staff Attending: Jennifer Roth  

 

Mr. Durbin called the meeting to order at 4:35. 

 

A motion to approve March 2017 meeting minutes was made by Ms. Charbonnier and seconded 

by Mr. Petrillo. 

 

A motion to approve April 2017 claim was made by Mr. Clay and seconded by Mr. Petrillo. 

 

A motion to approve May 2017 claim was made by Ms. Charbonnier and seconded Mr. Clay. 

 

A motion to approve Executive Director’s Travel Reimbursement was made by Mr. Petrillo and 

seconded by Mr. Clay.   

 

Agency Announcements 

 

Chestnut Health Systems – with so many other agencies present at the meeting, Mr. Mercer 

said he would pass on announcements but did thank the Board for their continued support. 

 

Gift of Voice – Ms. French announced three upcoming events which included a May Recovery 

Day/Rally in Springfield, a June WRAP class specifically for veterans and their families, and a 

July Pastor Resource Day event.  She also was present to answer any questions about the two 

System Development requests on the agenda.    

 

William BeDell ARC – Mr. Osborne announced that Ms. Blaha, after forty-four years with the 

agency was retiring at the end of the month but they were happy that they had an internal 

candidate that would be advanced into the position.  He also thanked the Board for their recent 

support of clients attending Camp New Hope.   

 

Challenge Unlimited – Ms. Gentry and Ms. Brown were on hand to reengage with our Board 

and had been inquiring about the possibility of funding to help support the cafeteria/vocational 

development program operated in the County Administration Building. Ms. Brown announced 

that Mr. Moehn, after many years of serving as the President of the organization had retired and 

the new President is Charlotte Hammond. 

 

Madison County Child Advocacy Center – Ms. Cohan announced that the newly remodeled 

office space was coming along nicely and they are very excited about the possibilities for 

expansion of staffing and services that the remodel creates.  The agency has been preparing to 

apply for VOCA funding to help pay for the expansion in staffing.   

 



Highland Community School District “VIP Program” – Ms. Phillips was in attendance at the 

meeting to share information about the upcoming school district’s plans for their character 

education program.  She also shared that she had a system development request that she was 

working on and planned to submit for the next Mental Health Board meeting.  She also 

announced that the Heroin Project was showing on Highland’s Public Access Channel three 

times a week for the next few months. 

 

The Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Southern IL – Ms. Baxter announced that all went well 

at their recently completed Gala event with raising funding that assists with agency activities 

such as Camp Roehr.  She said that all had been very busy in preparing for their annual advocacy 

day in Springfield scheduled for next month.  Legislatively, the agency had a number of issues 

they were advocating on surrounding the legalization of marijuana, the cannabinoid oil with no 

THC as it assists those with seizure disorders and the fallacies surrounding the issue of medical 

marijuana.  They are also gearing up for another year of Camp Roehr.   

 

Heartlinks Grief Center – Ms. Cuddeback thanked the Board for their continued support of the 

grief counseling programs geared for children and adolescents across the county.  They have 

been busy working in the Highland elementary and primary schools as well as gearing up for the 

IL State Police Youth Camp this summer.  They are making progress in getting the Loss Group 

together for those who have lost a family member or friend to overdose.  The agency has been 

working with Catholic Charities of Madison County (Professional Counseling Solutions) to 

identify staff who would work well as a facilitator for the group.  Hopefully by the next Board 

meeting, both agencies will be ready to make an announcement about meeting times for the 

support group.   

 

Illinois State Police (on behalf of the Team IL Youth Police Camp Committee) – Trooper Dye 

gave a brief presentation on the background, logistics and outcomes of the Youth Police Camp.  

He spoke of the camps paramilitary foundation and focus on self-discipline and self-respect as 

well as the follow up of troopers with cadets following the close of the camp.  He shared a 

“testimonial” of one child who had not wanted to attend camp but came through a changed 

person.   

 

The Alzheimer’s Association – Ms. Rolfs-Young explained the movement of the organization 

from each area having a “regional” standing to a unified, nationwide affiliation.  She too thanked 

the Board for their past support and current consideration of funding which supports 

programming for Madison County residents such as the Care Consultations, Helpline, 

Community Education and Provider Education.  She also described the new partnership the 

organization has with YMCAs across the bi-state area, which includes 26 YMCAS in this region.   

 

Madison County Health Department – Ms. Corona, Director of the Madison County Health 

Department, was present to hear the community and organization updates of the agencies present 

as well as offering support for the Board during the change in support staff in the office.  Ms. 

Roth thanked Ms. Corona for the many successful partnerships between public health and mental 

health such as the current Mental Health Alliance group.   

 

IL Center for Autism - Ms. Newsome reported that it had been a very busy couple of months as 

well as a tough year financially for the organization, which was why she was thrilled to 

announce that a recent fundraiser had netted the agency $74,000!  The event had a large number 

of sponsors.  They also recently received a grant for transportation services for $180,000.  She 

announced that the annual Night at the Grizzlies event when their clients perform the National 

Anthem is coming up on June 2nd.  She also thanked the Board for their support of the Fun Day 

for students and clients at ICA.   



 

    

Special Olympics IL, Region 12 – Mr. Dunning as well as an intern were present to provide 

information on the Spring Games recently held at the SIUE Vadalabene Center (the inclement 

weather had pushed the event indoors).  The event was a success and the athletes were already 

looking forward to the Summer Events to be held June 9-11 in Bloomington.  Mr. Dunning was 

on hand to answer any questions the Board had about the group’s System Development request.   

 

St. John’s Community Care – Ms. Berry announced several upcoming events at the agency 

including their annual Surviving Caregiving Conference and 17th Annual Celebration of Aging 

which included a worship time, lunch and entertainment.  The group recently received a $50,000 

grant from the Daughters of Charity to use for operations, which they feel extremely thankful to 

have. Ms. Berry also announced that they had recently been asked to possibly either take over 

another Adult Day facility in Alton or transition those Alton clients to their Edwardsville 

location for services.  This request had been very recently made and no decision had been made 

by the time of our meeting.    

 

Ms. Roth thanked all of the agencies present for their attendance at the meeting and their 

announcements. 

 

With no other agency announcements, Mr. Durbin moved on to Financial Requests. 

 

Financial Requests 
 

System Development Budget  
 

Team IL Youth Police Camp Committee requested $2,500 in support of their annual residential 

camp for youth to be held at Principia College during summer 2017 for approximately seventy 

cadets.  A motion to approve $2,500 was made by Mr. Petrillo and seconded by Ms. 

Charbonnier. 

 

The Alzheimer’s Association, St. Louis Chapter requested $10,000 in support of their 

Community Education programming, underwriting for their 24/7 Helpline, Care Consultation 

services, and Outreach/Awareness activities for Madison County residents.  A motion to approve 

$5,000 was made by Mr. Petrillo and seconded by Mr. Clay. 

 

Special Olympics IL, Southwestern Area 12 Region requested $5,000 in support of a portion of 

the expenses for advancement to state competitions for the approximate (CY 2016) 355 of the 

total 1,285 Special Olympics athletes residing in Madison County.  A motion to approve $3,000 

was made by Mr. Clay and seconded by Ms. Charbonnier. 

 

Gift of Voice requested $1,603.33 in support of their twelve week Wellness Recovery Action 

Plan (WRAP) class specifically for Madison County service members, veterans and their 

families to begin June 5th.  A motion to approve $1,603.33 was made by Ms. Charbonnier and 

seconded by Mr. Clay.   

 

Gift of Voice also requested $5,000.00 in support of a two-day WHAM (Whole Health Action 

Management) facilitator training to be held in Edwardsville for 30 participants.  A motion to 

table the request at this time was made by Mr. Petrillo and seconded by Ms. Charbonnier. 

 

The Region 5 Metro East Consumer Leadership Council requested $4,500.00 in support of their 

21st Annual Recovery Conference to be held on October 6, 2017 at the Shrine of Our Lady of the 



Snows in Belleville for approximately 400 attendees. A motion to approve $4,500 was made by 

Mr. Baker and seconded by Mr. Clay. 

 

Executive Director’s Report 

 

As was obvious at this point in the meeting, no further changes in staffing had occurred since the 

last meeting.  Ms. Roth gave a brief overview of her meeting with Administrator Hulme and 

reported that another meeting to discuss the open positions had been made for later in the month.  

She also asked the Board if at this point in the process, if they were comfortable, she would not 

call a Mental Health Board Personnel Committee meeting.  As soon as a job description is 

finalized from the Boards perspective and the process to hiring more clearly laid, she will inform 

Board and request a committee meeting. She reminded members that they had received a revised 

job description in their May monthly board packet. 

 

Ms. Roth apologized for any confusion involved with the electronic transmission of the Board 

packets, as the process for emailing large files (sending and receiving) had changed within the IT 

Department.  At this time, she also confirmed the preferred method of receiving the monthly 

packets by each of the members present – postal mail or email.  There had been an issue with one 

of the packets this month being returned in very bad shape by the mail carrier several days after 

being mailed. 

 

With most of the monthly announcements given in the May informational, Ms. Roth did not have 

any substantial additions to report: 

-Several additional meetings were added to the schedule;  
 

-Working out a day for all parties to get the next session of MHFA set; 
 

-With the recent change of staff Ms. Roth requested a change in the keypad code on the 

entrance door (which ideally is done at least every six months); and 
 

-Several agencies had requested and received support letters for large federal grants 

targeted at housing for MI/SA homeless individuals, integrated care, and a substance 

abuse planning grant. 

 

With no support staff, Ms. Roth has been maintaining office functions: problem solving/handling 

phone, email and walk in referrals for services, preparing packet materials and when possible 

thinking ahead of the needed updates for the application forms/materials for the upcoming 

funding cycle.  Unfortunately, there have been times this month that attending meetings had to 

take a back seat to assisting individuals needing resources.  Until the support position is filled, 

Ms. Roth will be limiting outside meetings.   

 

With no other business on the table, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. 

Charbonnier and seconded by Mr. Baker at 5:43.  


